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Speak unto all the People of the Land, and unto the 
Prieſts, ſaying, When ye Faſted and Mourned in 
the fifth and ſeventh Month, even thoſe ſeventy 
years, did you at all Faſt unto me, even to me? 


it will be neccſlary to Conlider the:Occation of 
them, which may be gathered from the three 

firſt Verſes of this Chapter. pe 
God's People the Jews, within a few years before, had 
been Captives together at Babyloz, and upon the taking of 
that City by Cyres King of Perſia, part of them, even as 
many as pleaſed, were returned with his Leave and Fa-- 
vour to Feruſalem ; and there, upon. the encouragement 
that he gave them, . had begun to Rebuild their Tem- 
ple, that was deſtroyed by King Nebacadnezzar. But 


belides thoſe that were returned. to Feruſalem, there 
A. 3 were 
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were others of them that remained yet at Babylon; I 
ſuppoſe chiefly ſuch as had Eſtates there ; tho' ſome of 
them might ſtay there upon other Occaſions. Now af- 
ter. ſome twenty years, the Building of - the Temple, 
which had been ſo long diſcontinued, being now 
carried on amain, and near finiſhed, ſome Queſtions 
aroſe among thoſe Jews at Babylon, whether they ſhould 
fill continue all thoſe Faſts which had been hitherto 
obſerved by their whole Nation. | | 
"The Queſtion was more particularly concerning thoſe 
Faſts of the Months Ab and Tiſri, the fifth Month and 
{ſeventh Month of their year ; that of the fifth Month 
being for the Deſtruttion of the Temple, that of the 
ſeventh Month, for the ſlaughter of Gedalia, and thoſe 
others of the Remnant that ſtaid with him in Ja- 
aes after the Captivity. They obſerved two other 
Faſts, namely of the fourth Month, and of the tenth 
Month, ' whereof one was for the beginning of the 
Siege of Jeruſalem, and the other was for the Burning 
of that City. Theſe laft they thought they had 
Reaſon to continue, becauſe the City of Jeruſalem 
was . not yet. built. But for thoſe cwo Faſts of the 
fifth and ſeventh Month, they thought now that the 
ſion was ceas*'d, and therefore the Faſts ſhould 
cealg. alſo. But they were not ſo ſure of this, but 
that they thought beſt to ſend to Feruſalem for a Re- 
ſolution of their doubt. There was the High-Prieft, 
that was their ordinary Guide ; and beſides, at this 
time, there were Prophets, Haggai, and Rechary, that 
had Divinc Inſpiration. Theſe they ſought to eſpe- 
cially, and by one of them, the Prophet Zychary, they 
had this Anſwer from God, Speak to all the People of 
the Land, &c. | 
This is but an Introduftion to that Leſſon from 


. God, which follows in the ninth Verſe, Execate 


Tudgment. 
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Tadement, &s, From which words, conlider*d together 
with theſe in my Text, the meaning of it appears 
to be plainly, as if he had faid, Conlider what kind 
of Faſt it hath been, that you have now obſerved 
for ſo many years, for theſe ſeventy years that have 
paſt ſince the deſtruction of the 'TLemple, and ſince 
the {laughter of Gedalia, 'Tho? you have all this while 
kept theſe Faſts, and did well in it, was it well to 
keep them ſo as you have done? Your Faſting hath 
been no more #9 me, than your eating and drinking 
hath been; when you did eat, and when you aid drink, 
as is not to your ſelves? Verſe 6. even {o was your 

Faſtin likewiſe, it was to your ſelves, and uot to me ; 
for all the while you have liv'd at your own rate, 
without any change for the better. In plain words, 
God takes nothing for a Religious Faſt, bur that 
which is joyned with a real Reformation; that which 
leads to a Reformation of Life, and that which ends 
in ſuch a Reformation ; fuch a Faſt God accepts, and 
no other. Of any other Faſt he ſays, who required 
this at your hands? Eſa. T. 12. And ſo in this Text, 
did you Faſt to me, even to me? 

In the words thus explained, there are ſeveral things 
to be obſerved. As particularly, | 

1. That it hath been the | of God's People to 
Appoint and Obſerve Days of Faſting for any Pub- 
lick Calamuty. | 

2. That where the Calamity was ſuch, as drew 
great and heavy Conſequences after it, they continued 
their Faſting year after year, for many years. 

3. That thoſe Faſts are acceptable to God, - and no 
other than thoſe, which produce a real Reformation. 

Firſt, Ir is clear from this Text, and from many 
others, that in the Ancient Church of God, they ap- 
pointed 
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pointed days of Faſting and Mourning, to humble 
their Souls before God, upon any publick Calamity. 
It appears to have been the will of God that they 
ſhould make ſuch Appointments on ſuch Occaſions, 
Joel II. 12. God calleth them to this, as a means for 
averting of his Judgments. Turn ye unto me with all 
your hearts, and with Faſting, : and Weeping, and Moarn- 
ing, &C. 

Il hen without a call from God, Men have made 
ſuch appointments for themſelves, it appears that God 
hath accepted their good will in ſo doing. So graci- 
ous was he, even to the Ninevites, Fonah TIL. 10. and 
therefore we cannot doubt he would accept the like 
Faſts of his own People. From this Inftance of the 
Ninevite's Faſt, it farther appears that this was no 
Jewiſh Rite ;. for they of Nineve had none but the 
Natural Religion, and whatſoever that teaches, is. a 
Law to us Chriſtians, as well as to Jews or Hea- 
thens. 

Secondly, It is clear from this Text, that for ſuch a 
Publick Calamity, as draws a train of woful Con- 
ſequences after it; as the firſt ftroak requires a 
Publick Humiliation ; ſo it may be very fit to repeat 
that Humiliation every year, as long as any of thoſe 
Conſequences endure. 'The, burning of the Temple, 
and the deſtruction of that poor Remnant of God's Pev- 
ple, were ſuch publick Calamities, as deſerv*d to be 
remembred, ina Faſt, when the year came about; and 
they did fo remember thoſe things, in the Months in 
which they happened ; the fifth Month, and the {e- 
venth Month, mentioned in my Text. But was that 


all? No, as oft as thoſe Months returned (which could 


not be, without minding them of thoſe things which 
hapned 
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happened in thoſe Months ; ) ſo oft they repeated 
thoſe Faſts. And thus they did every Year, for 
Seventy Years together, in Memory of thoſe great 
Calamities. 

Thus .in former Times, before the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, when God's People had loſt the beſt King 
that ever they had, King Joſias, the only Man thar 
{tood between them and the heavy judgments of 
God ; for his Death, they had a Faſt, which they 
continued till the Captivity ; and afterwards, for no 
leſs than a Hundred and Fifty Years : We know not 
how much longer ; but we know it was above an 
Hundred and Fifty Years after, chat Ezra writ the 
Second Book of Chronieles where Chap XXXV. 25. 
that Writer ſaith, they continue it to this Day; that 
is, till the Time of his Writing that Hiſtory. 

But what is an Hundred and Fifty Years, to the 


- continuance of theſe Faſts in my Text ? The Faſt of 


the Fifth Month and the Seventh , and alſo thoſe of 
the Fourth and of the Tenth Month, all which 
you read of together , here Chap. VIII. 19. All 
theſe: Faſts continued in the Jewiſh Church , till 
the Laſt DeſtruCtion of Jeruſalem ; which was near 
Six Hundred Years after. 

So long, God accepred what they 61d in obſerving 
them ; as we imay reaſonably judge : Becauſe, as we 
are ſure they obirved thoſe Faſts in Chriſt's Time ; 
for they do fo ſtill to this Day ; fo we fee Chriſt 
did not reprove them for theſe Falts; as he did for 
all che Jewiſh Corruptions and Supertticions ; nor 
did they ever Tax him for breaking thoſe Faſts, 
and therefore we have no reaſon to doubt but that 
he kept thoſe Faſts with them. But after his Death, 
they kept them till, till the Defiruftion of Jeruſalem, 
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as we gather from Joſephus ; and all this Time, 
cheApoſtles of Chriſt till kept theſe Faſts with them. 
. After the DeſtruQtion of Jeru/alem , they were 
no more the People of God : And therefore it 
matters not much what they did, as to any Au- 
thority we can draw from it ; but as to matter of 
Hiſtory, we know that for theſe Sixteen Hundred 
Years ſince they are continued till in that Nation. 
And no doubt they will continue, ſtill, in the Ob- 
ſervation of theſe Faſts ; till their gathering again 
after their Converſion to Chriſt. Then it will be 
fulfilled, which we read in the Eighth Chap. of this 
Prophecy. Where ſpeaking of the Converſion of 
the Jews in the time of the Mefias, the Prophet 
tells them Yer. 19: beforementioned ; Thus ſaith: 
the Lord of Hoſts, the faſt of the fourth month, 
and the faſt of the fifth , and the faſt of the ſe- 
wenth, and the faſt of the tenth, ſhall be to the houſe 
of Judah, joy and glaineſs, and chearful feaſts. He. 

ews plainly, that this ſhall be after the Conver- 
fion of the Jews, by what follows in the Two Laft 
Verſes of that Chapter. 

What I have ſaid may give ſome fatisfaQtion to- 
them that have a Curioſity to know_how long. 
theſe Faſts here mentioned were to continue. But 
I confeſs that was beſide my preſent intention. I 
intended only this, to ſhew that, in all Ages, it hath 
been the Practice of God's Church, to keep- 
Yearly Days of faſting upon ſuch fad occaſions ; 
and to continue thoſe Faſts from. Age to Age if 
occaſion required. 

Which being conſidered , there needs. no other 
Anſwer be given to them that ask a reaſon 
of our keeping this Yearly Solemaity. I po = 
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ſpeak now, of them that are ſo wicked to juſtify 
the King's Murther ; but of them that have the 
{ame ſenſe of it that we have : and yet, becauſe they 
do not love Faſting ; or whatever the reaſon may 
be ; they would not have the Memory of it, kept up 
in this manner. They ſay, What need is there of 
this for a thing that was done ſo long ago ? It is 
now Forty Eight Years fince that Blefſed Kfng 
was put to Death. And fiace that time, have we 
not ſeen the Reſtauration of the Royal Family ? Was 
not our Faſt, Then, turned literally into Feſtival ? 
And do we not keep that Feſtival ever ſince ? They 
thiak much to be obliged to this Feſtival ſo long 
after ; but much more to Keep a Faſt for that which, 
as to them, ſeems to be quite worn out of Memory. 
Now for Men that Talk at this race, if they 
are Men of no Conſcience, ſuch are not to be fa- 
tisfied. But for them that pretend to tender Conſcien» 
ces, they , if they are truly ſuch , may and will 
be ſatisfied 'out of Scripture. In my Text they 
ſee the People of God, in Scripture-times, when 
they had kept Four ſuch Faſts every Year, for 
Seventy Years together ; that is a great deal more 
than Forty Eight; yet they were not weary of keep- 
ing them. They had no ObjeQion againlt Two 
of them ; but for other 'T'wo of thoſe Faits, they 
had an Objetion againſt them , much like one of 
thoſe that I have now mentioned ; Their Faſt for 
the Deſtrution of the Temple, and that for the 
Uapeopling of the Land. Now, both theſe occa- 
fions were ceas'd. The Temple was now Rebuild- 
inz, and the People was returned from Captivity. 
Now, they had reaſon to thinx both theſe Faſts 


might be turned into Feſtivals ; at leaſt thoſe Two 
B 2 _ Faſts 
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Faſts, they might think ,, were to be no longer 
continued. And that was the reaſon. of their 
{ending to know the Will of God by his Prophets. 
But what was the Will of God concerning this 
matter? Was it, that they ſhould keep theſe 
Faſts no longer ? No. But that they ſhould keep 
them better ; better, then they had done all 
this while. Had they kept them fifty Years , as 
they ought to have done; ( there was juſt fifty 
Years from. the DeſtruQtion of the Temple , till 
Cyrus his Reign,) then, in the Second Year of 
Cyrus there had been an end of their faſting. For 
there was an end of the Seventy Years, from the 
4th of Jehoiakim,. the time that God had prefixed 
for the Babylonian Captivity. In the Firſt Year 
of Cyrus they returned from the Captivity ; and 
in the Second the foundation of the Temple was 
laid. But then, they were ſo little reformed by 
all their faſting ; that, for their Sins, the Building 
was ſtopt the next Year, as you may ſee. in the 
4th of Ezra, and the 1oth Chapter of Daniel, 
The ſtop was near Twenty Years; in all which 
time they faſted on, and were never the better. 
They were content , as Haggai complains of them, 
that 'God's Houſe ſhould lie waſte, while their 
own Houſes were in Building, Hag. i: 2, 4, 9. 
They had not a Zeal for Religion; No, nor had- 
they any Juſtice, nor Charity for one another. 
They were every one ſcraping for himſelf what 
he could get. This. was it that Haggai and Ze- 
charizh the Prophets then living both Preached 'and 
Writ to reprove. And while it was thus with 
God's People, though they kept their Faſts all this. 
while, God asks them , For whole pleaſure, and 
TO 
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to whoſe ſervice they did it ; have you faſted and 
mourned theſe ſeventy years to me, even unto me:? 
By his Queſtion, Was it to me that you faſt- 
ed ? His meaning is, it was not to me. Your 
Faſt was not ſuch as I require and approve. 
That which God requires and accepts and ap- 
proves , is deſcribed in the gth and 1cth Verſes 


of this Chapter, in theſe words ; Execute true 


Judgment ; Show mercy and compaſſion every man to 
his brother ; oppreſs not the widow, the fatherleſs, the 
ftranger and the poor ; Let none of you imagine evil 
againſt his brother in his heart. Theſe and ſuch 
like Duties he requires, which, being all- ſummed 
u 
& Publick National Reformation ,. is that which 
makes a Falt acceptable to God. 

This is the Thicd thing I have. obſerved in my 
Text. y] 

As to God's People here ſpoken of, it is grant- 
ed that they Faſted and Mourned ; there was no 
want of that. They rather over-did it that way. 


Where was the fault then ? God tells them , it. 


hath not been to me, even to me. 
If they would have God accept of their Faſts, 


they mult do what God intended them for ; even all 


that he deſcribes in Ver. gth and 1cth of this Chapter, 


and all other things of that kind, which I ſum up. 


in the Word Reformation. 
To Diſcourſe of rhis matter as it deſerves, would 


require more time than you will willingly ſpare me; . 


[ ſhall therefore ſhew. you as briefly as 1 can, theſe 
Three things, which are all thar are neceſſary at this 


time. 


together, amount to a National Reformation: . 


x, What kind of Faſting and Mourning it was, . 
that they uſed in the Jewiſp Church, 2, What. 


—— 
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2. What the reaſon was that God would not accept 
it, would not take it as performed to himſelf. 

3. What ir was that he would have accepted of 
them, and will yet accept of us Chriſtians. 

-1. For their Faſting and Mourning, it was ſuch 
as conſiſted all in Bodily AQas: Such as one might 
perform to the full, and yer his Soul might be never 
the better for them. But they were Acts of great 
ſeverity too , which ſhewed that they were much in 
earneſt that performed them. ; 

\ Their faſting was, not oaly an abſtaining from 
ſuch and ſuch Meats and Drinks, as the manner is 
with ſome Chriſtians, that never eat and driak more 
deliclouſly than on ſuch days. But theirs was a to- 
tal Abſtinence , eſpecially oa ſome of their Faſts, 
from all kind of ſuſtenance whatever. They held 
themſelves to it with all rigour imaginable. They 
impoſed it not only on themſelves, but on every li- 
ving Creature about them. Not only Men and Wo- 
men, but even the ſucking Children ; not only Hu- 
mane Creatures, but the very Beaſts, the Herds, and 
the Flocks ; all were kepr from Meat and Drink, as 
if God would have been moved by their Mortifi- 
cation, 

Perhaps the NVizevites might think ſo, when they 
made their Beaſts keep their Faſts with them Jonah 
VIT. 7. But the Jews made their ſucking Children 
Faſt, even by God's Preſcription Joel I r. 6. Not that 
God himſelt could be moved;but their Parents might, 
by hearing the Cries of thoſe innoceat Creatures, to 
Cry alſo themſelves, rhe more earneſtly, in bewail- 
ing their Sins before God. | + 8 

2. Thea for their Mourning, beſides their Vocal 
Cries, they obſerved alſo all thoſe Rites, _—_ = 
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thoſe Eaſtern Countries they uſed in their bittereſt 


Affiictions. 
 T will name you thoſe Rites which are mentioned 


in Scripture, that you may ſee how ſeverely they 
puniſhed themſelves with them : Such as rending of 
their Cloaths, putting Sackcloth gn their fleſh,girding. 
it cloſe to their Body ; ſhaving themſelves into Bald- 
neſs, ſprinkling Aſhes upon their Heads , and fo 
hanging them down, and fitting deſolate ; beating 
their Breaſts, and ſmiting on the Thigh ; weeping. 
Rivers of Tears, if they were ſo well ſtored ; or in- 
ſtead of it, pouring out Water before the Lord. 

And when they had tired themſelves with theſe 
things, to make their Reft as unpleaſant as their 
Labour, their way was, to ſpread Sackcloth on the: 
ground, which they ftrowed with Duſt and Aſhes, 
and there they laid themſelves down for all Night ; 


fometimes for ſeveral Nights together ; ſleeping, 


only when they could wake no longer. 

A whole Day and Night, or whole Days and: 
Nights together, thus ſpent in Faſting and Mourn- 
ing, in all theſe dolorous Circumſtances ; one 


would think. might have *paſsd, for ſufficient 


proof of ſincere Mortification. 

And ſo it might in the Judgment of Men,. 
that ſee only the outſides of Perſons and things. 
But God that ſees the Heart., ſaw through all 
this, into a. world of Cheat and Hypecrify. He 
faw that many thar' Fafted and Mourned in this: 
manner, did really intend it only for Men and 
not for God. For many of them, God was wot 
in all their thoughts; but Men they thought would: 
ſee them, and believe them, and be ſo much the 


eaſier Prey to them. A | 
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As for thoſe that did think of God, and had a 
ſenſe of Religion, but did not live under the 
power of it; they could not but look upon God 
as being angry with them for their Sins; and 
therefore, being in fear of his diſpleaſure, they 
took this to be the eaſieſt way to pacify him. 
It is certainly much eaſier for a Wicked Man , 
for a day or -two, now -< and then, to undergo 
the ſevereſt Penance, then to bring himſelf to live 
conſtantly in a courſe of Obedience to God. 
And therefore they that kept their faſts, as you 
have heard, they did as it were commute; and 
choſe to give God, that Penance on their Faſt- 
Days, rather than the Obedicace of their whole 
Laves. 

They that were not ſo wiſe to think of this, 
yet did the ſame thing, without thinking; per- 
haps firſt, for company with the others, to do 
like their Brethren ; and afterwards out of cuſtom, 
to do ſtill as they uſed to do. 

This ſeems to have been the general way of 
that- People, for which God ſeverely expoſtulates 
with 'them, -in ſeveral places of Scripture; but 
eſpecially in 1/a. LVIII. from ». 3. to v. 9. I 
leave them that are diſpoſed, to look the Place. 
It comes to this in ſhort, that their Faſting and 
Mourning, was all ſuch as I ave deſcribed. A 
meer Carnal Diſcipline, that had no inward 
Goodneſs in it ſelf, nor made them ever the 
better, as they uſed it. And therefore it ſignified 
nothing to God's defign, of bringing Men to be 


like him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of Life. 


Whether any Faſting can conduce to this pur- 
poſe, and what it is; that is the laſt thing to be 
Conlidered.. | That 
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That there is a Faſting to God, rho? not ſuch as 
they uſed, this was granted tothe Jews1n many Texts, 
And we that are taught to Worlhip God 7» Spirit 
and in Truth, 2nd theretore have noreaſon to think our 
ſelves obliged to thoſe. Rigours that were neeccl- 
fary for that Carnal! and Ignorant People; yet we 
muſt not think to excuſe our felves ſo, from the Duty 
of Faſting, for the ſtrengrthning of our Supplications to 
God upon great and extraordinary Occaſions. 


Our Savicur, when he reproved the Hypocriſie of 
thoſe that placed Religion in thoſe outward ſhews 
that the Phariſees uſed 1n their Faſtzugs 3 yet at the 
ſame time he gave Rules, how that Duty ſhould be 
performed otherwiſe, Matth. VI. 16, 17, 18. And 
howſoever he exempted his Diſciples from thoſe Jewiſh 
Faſts, while he was with them, yet hedeclared, that 
when he was taken from them, they alſo ſhould Faſt, 


Matth. IX. 15. 


And ſo we find in the example of his Bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle St. Paul, He reckons Faſtings among the things 


Which he erdured , not only as a Chriſtian, but as a 


Miniſter of God 2 Cor. VI. 5. 


And again, Chap. XI, 27, He ſeems to value him- 
ſelf by it, that he was 7n Paſiings oft, as a thing 
wherein ke out-did other Men, even his fellow Apo- 

But what » did he place Religion in this? No, 
at all, he uſed it only as an Inſtrument of Re- 
ligion. He knew very well, for he Teaches us, 
1 hat Bodily Exerciſe profits little, 17im, IV, 8. Burt 

C it 
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it is a uſeful help to that which profits moſt of all ; 
even to Gedlineſs which 1s Profitable to all things 
a5 there it followeth. 


And for Mourning, which 1s joyned with it in my 
Text, this: alfo is neceflary upon the account of Sin; 
otherwiſe we ſhould have no occaſion for it at all. 
The Angels that have no Sin, they have no occaſion 
. of Mourning; nor ſhould we, it we could ſerve God 
on Earth (as we pray that we may,) as the Angcls do 
in Heaven. 

Ia ſhort, it is a Godly forrow that works Re- 
pentance, 2 Cor, VII. 9, To. All other Sorrow; but 
for Sin, is good for nothing, but tobreak ones Heart, 
as it will, if one takes too much of it, Morldl; ſorrow 
worketh Death, {aith the Apoltle. 


But as he goes on, Godly ſorrow works repentance, not 


to be repented of. Godly Sorrow 1s our Mourning to 
God in my Text.. To God, Mourniog| tor ours and 
other Mens fins againſt him : Lamenting, Abhorring, 
and Deteſting them. This works a Reſolution againſt 
them,which 1s the real beginning of Repentance. And 
this being followed, is a bleſſed amendment of Life. 


'. Inorder to that, Faſting, alſo is profitable, not ſo 
much for the Weakning of the Body, as for the 
Strengthning of the Soul. 


Thoſe things which the Soul hath chiefly to ſtrug. 
gle wah, arethe Appetites and Luſts, and AﬀeQions, 
and Imaginations ; All which are ſeated in the Body, 


_ Soul bath need of help for the ſubduing of 
theſe. 


As 
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As to the Appetites, Faſting plainly doth the 
work, You will find itby this days experience, if you 
Faſt as you ought to do. You deny your Appetite 
what it would have. And denying it once, you will 
be the better able to deny it again. And the oftner 
you do this, the more you will be Maſter of your 
Appetites. 


o 


The AﬀeCtions and Lufts are to be ſubdued in like 
Manner. It was the way that St. Pal gained the 
Government over himſelf. He was i» Faſtings oft as 
I ſhewed you but now. And that way, he kept under his 
Bod) and brought it in ſubjefttion, as himſelf faith, 
I Cor. IX, 27. 


By this Exerciſe of denying our fclves, we alſo 
learn to rejet all evil Fancies and Imaginations, 
They are moſt troubleſome things, if you hearken 
tothem.* There is no quiet, but by conſtant and ſted- 
faſt rejeting them. For that indeed all theſe ſenſual 
Faculties are alike.It is only by feeding and humouring 
them, thatwe make them too ſtrong for us. There 1s 
no way to Maſter them, but by denying them what 
they would beat. Get the Victory over them and 
keepitz which is not tobe done bur by conſtant exer- 
ciſe ; by ſuch exerciſe, which is all a kind of Faſting, 
and this Faſting isa Principal part of it; I fay, by this 
means, get the Vitory over them and keep it. By 
this you ſet the Rational Soul in ts Dominion. - 


And that being enlightned by the Word of God ; and 
C 2 being 
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being sſ{liſted by his Grace, which Prayer, joyned with 
faithtul endeavours, will: certainly obtain 3 This will 
do the Work of God, The Soul will be Transform- 
ed into his Image: It will be like him in Righteoul- 
neſs and true Holineſs. 


O bleſſed afflition, whatever it be, that hath ſet 
us a Faſting and Mourning to ſo good a Purpoſe! O 
joyful Trial that hath had this eftc&, to purge our 
all our Droſs,*and to reſtore us to the Image of God ! 
O happy Rod that hath Chaſtiſed us into our Duty, 
and made us ſo wiſe that we ſhall need it no 
more | 


When we need it no more, we ſhall feel it no more. 
That is certain, in Gods way ot dealing with Nations. 
For as the Jewiſh Church faid in her Lamenrations, 
God doth not affli willingly, nor grieve the Chil- 
dren of Men: All his Judgments upon Nations, when 
they are not to utter Deſtruction, they are deligned 
co prevent it, if poſſible. 


And therein he is ſo Gracious, That, if one Judg- 
ment will not do, he will fend more, till they 
have- their Eflect, either to ſave them, or to fit 
them for Deſtruction 5 and then to make them In- 
cxcuſable. : 


This is certaiply true of any Nation, which God 
hath taken into his particular Carez As he did 1ſrae! 
of Old, and as he hath done us at this Day. 


He 
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He hath ſhewed his Care of us, by ſo many In- 
ſtances, both of Mercy, and Judgment, and even in 
Judgment ſtill remembring Mercy 3 that I do not 
doubt to exemplifie all that I have ſaid, in the va- 
rious Turns of Gods Providence over us of this Na» 
tion 3 beginning from that dreadful Stroke of God's 
hand, which hath occaſioned our Meeting here to- 
gether on this Day. 


It was a dreadful Stroke indeed ; the Cutting 
oft of that excellent King, of whom the World 
was not worthy, I think no Encomium too good 
for him; but that is not ſo much my buſineſs ar 
this Time. 


I am now to Conſider, whence this terrible Stroke 
came 3 and upon what Account it was given us, 
and how we have Profited by it ſince, aſter ſo 
many and many Faſls as we have kept on this oc- 
caſion. 


Whence it came ? 7s there any evil in the Land, 
and the Lord hath not done it 2? faith the Prophet » 
T'izis evil was ſurely from the Lord. It was Gods 
Judgment upon this finful Nation. 


A dreadful Judgment it was, ſuch as the Jewiſh 
Church bewailed in her Lamentations, Lameyr. IV. 2e. 
Speaking I ſuppoſe of King Zedekzah,a King not to be 
named with Our's the ſame day. He was one that did Evil 
in the fight of the Lord ;and yet he was their King, and 
ſce how they lamented the Loſs of him. When he 

was 
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was fallen into his Enemies Hands, they Ia 
mented him in theſe words: The Breath of our 
Neſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord, was taken in their 
Pits, of whom we ſaid, under his ſhadow we ſhall 


be ſafe, 


But when I ſpeak of the Judgments of God, which 
muſt be for the Sins of a Nation ; we are firſt to con- 
ſider what thoſe Sins were, as well as we can do it at 
this diſtance of Time. 


They are now fo far out of remembrance, that 
1 would not call them ro mind ; but that I think 
Iam obliged to it at this time, by the Dury of my 
Place. For in vain do we Faſt and Mourn for this 
Judgment, without ſaying what the Occaſion of it 
hath been. I mean only what National Sins we are to 
Confeſs before God 3 and what we are to amend, if 
they yet continue amongſt us. 


I cannot pretend to give a very particularAccount of 
our National Sins at that time, Nor dare I take upon 
me to Charge the meritorious Cauſe of that Judgment 
upon this or that ſort of Men. Some indeed have been 
too laviſh that way, in declaiming againſt the Sins 
of rhe Court, and of the Governing part of this Na- 
tionz but they have done it with a wicked Deſign 
to blaſt the Memory of him that had the leaſt ſhare 
of them. I Beſeech God it may not be laid to their 
Charge. 


But for the Sins of the Nation in Genera], I think 


it cannot be denied, they all ſprung from a Surfeit 
| of 
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of the Bleſſings of God. Our Religion, our Liber- 
ties, and our Properties, were all in fach a flouriſh- 
ing State, as made us the Envy of all other Nations 
round about us. And yet here at home, through the 
Pra&ifes of ſome Ambitious Men, every thing was 
then repreſented to the People quite contrary. They 
were even frighted out of their Wits, with falſe 
Cries of Tyranny and Popery, In a blind Belief 
whereof, Multitudes of the Peop!e run into Sets ; 
and thoſe inflamed them : into a horrible Rebelli- 
on; Which the reſt of the Nation, the Generality 
of them, did but too tamely comply with. And 
they. that, according to their Duty, oppoſed this, 
yet. too many even of. them, fo far provoked 
God with their Sins ; that he thought fit ,to pu- 
niſh the whole Nation, by depriving it of all 
thoſe Bleſſings at once, in ſuffering that Excellent 
King to be Murthered, as upon this day. 


I Charge it upon none at this time, but the 
Sins of the Nation 3 for it muſt be a National Sin, 
that bringeth down a National Judgment. And 
this Judgment was taken aright, by many devout 
People of the Church of England at that time: 
Who immediately humbled themſelves under the 
afflicting hand of God ; and kept a true Faſt on 
this day, for many Years betore there was any 
Law to Authorize it. 


All which time, the Authors of this Curſed Fa; 
having then the Government in their hands z gave 


the. 
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the whole Kingdom full occafion to ſee, what a 
woful Change they had made. 


But this muſt needs be ſaid,to do right to thoſe Uſur- 
pers ; that they ſeverely, Corre&ed all Vices but thoſe 
that were chiefly their own, Eſpecially Drinking, 
Swearing, and Curfing, were puniſhed more ſeverely 
in thoſe Times, than at any time before in our Memory, 
Adu'tery, was one while made a Capital Crime ;, 
and though I think none ſuffered the Puniſhmenr, 
yer I muſt needs ſay, it was not then ſo much in 


Faſhion as it hath been ſince. Our Vices were then _ 
the more capable of being brought within Bounds, 
becauſe theiy Nurſe, Luxury, was ſo much diſabled, 


by the Havock 'and Spoil that the Wars had made 
upon moſt of the Great Eſtates in the King- 
dom. 


At laſt, when the Uſurpers came to divide - a- 
mong themſelves, that united all the reſt of the 
Nation. All Enmities ſeemed to be forgotten at 
that time. | 


The People being thus prepared for ſuch a 
Mercy, God heard the Prayers of his poor affli- 
&ed Ones, and eſpecially of them that bad Faſted 
and Mourned in ſecret on this Day 3 and accord- 
ing to their Prayers, God wonderfully brought 
about the Refſtauration of the Royal Family ; 
upon which , This Faſt was Enacted by Law : 
and now and ever fince it hath been obſerved by 
the whole Nation, 


It 
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| It hath been ſo, now theſe Six and Thirty Years. 
But even, from the Beginning of that Time, might 
not God well fay, Was zt io me, even io me? That 
moſt Pious Learned Man, who was not the beſt In- 
terpreter of Prophecies, yet was 1n this a true Pro- 
phet himſelf. Dr, Z/ammond, at his Dcath, which 
was juſt before the King's Reſtauration,- proteſs'd, He 
was more afraid of the I!} Ege&s of that, than he 
was of any thing that had happened. He feared, 
that the Proſperous State of the Church, coming 
in ſo upon the ſudden, before Men were prepared to 
receive it, would do the Church more hurt than 
all its Perſecutions. had done hitherto. 


Sure enough, that ſudden Change fo turned ma- 
ny Mens Heads, that they were, as the P/almi/t 
faith, like Men that Dream, If they had been 
Awake. they would have acted wiſer than they 


did 


And for the generality of the Nation, it was won- 
derful to ſee what an Alteration this made in them. 
The very Pomp of the King's coming in revived 
the Luxury of the Naiton ; which had been much 
Chaſtiſed and brought down in the Troubleſome 
Times. The Univerſal Joy of ir, ſer” all People to 
the Drinking of Healths, which before was grown 
quite out ot Faſhion. The Corruption of Morals, 
in other kinds, more than ] can Name, ſpread from 
the Court downwards into all Parts of the Natior. 
And thoſe Immoralities tainted even Religion it 
ſelf. Whereſoever they took, they diſpoſed Men, ei- 


ther to Atheiſm, or to Popery. 
D It 
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It was Popery indeed, that made its Advantage 
of all the other Horrible Things, and even of Arhe- 
iſm it ſelf; as it appeared, when Popery was come 


into the Government. T hen, within-a ſhort Time, 


a profeſt Atheiſt, was look'd upon as next to be- 
ing a good Catholick. He that was bur” profligate- 


ly Vicious, was thought to be in a fair way to it. 


And no Man was accounted throughly fit for publick 
Truſt, that would not do Things againſt his Con- 
ſcience. 


This was ſo notorious, That it did even turn a 


great many Mens Stomachs againſt Pcpery. They . 


loathed the groſs Immoralities which they ſaw were 
fo fulſomly courted by it. Drinking and Swearing 
were in a manner yielded up to the Roman Carho- 
licks, There was ſcarce any capital Crime that 
would not be pardoned to a Convert, . The verv 
Atheiſts, that had any fence of Honour, were aſhamed 
to be thought of that Religion. 


For our Religior, They that had no Zeal for it 
before, were even fond of it when they faw it 


going away. The Diſenters themſelves, (all but 


thoſe that would have given up the 5th of Novem- 
ber for the zoth of Faxuary, of them I have no- 
thing to ſay ; ) but moſt of the reſt of them were 
fo ready to join with us in the common Danger 3 


' that tho' they did not wholly unite with us, yet 


they. differed from us Amicably. 


Theſe 
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Theſe were fair Diſpoſitions for that Mercy - 


which God had then for us in ſtore. And he ſhewed 
it ſoon aſter, when we were come to the utmoſt 
Neceſlity. I/hen he look'd, and ſaw there was none 
to help, then his own Arm brought Salvation to us. 
It was the hand of God, that raiſed us up a Deli- 


verer, to ſave us from the very brink of DeſtruRion. 


God brought us two Plants united together, out of 
that Royal Oak, that was cut down upon this Day ; 
and he covered a third of them under the hollow 
of his Hand, which otherwiſe had: been —_— 


| ſnatched away from us. 


Now, upon ſuch a Deliverance as this was, we 
might have believed that God had accepted our 
Faſts, Now we might have hoped he would have 
turned them into Feſtivals; That he would have 
delivered us from all our Enemies at once. 


And doubtleſs fo he would, if we had Fafted to 
a National Reformation. There was nothing want- 
ing but that. 


There wanted nothing on God's Part. He ſhewed 
his Inclinations towards us, by thoſe wonderful Pre- 
ſervations he hath given us. And that, not once or 
twice, but Year after Year. Such has been his con- 
tinual Goodneſs towards us. But, ſuch is our un- 
thankfulneſs to him ; that we. have grown not bet- 
ter, but worſe, upon all the oreat Things that he hath 


done for us, 
D 2 Who 
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Who would have thought, but that upon that 
Miraculous Revolution, and the Wonderful Preſer- 
yations he has given us ſince, we ſhould have been, 
if not altogerher ſuch as he would have us, yet at 
leaſt much berter than ever we had been before 2 Who 
would not have expefted thet we ſhould have 
mended upon it exceedingly 2 But alas ! How far 
are we from that ? Are we not' now. worſe than 
ever 2 Our Provocations higher than ever 2 Is not 
our Luxury more extravagant ? Are not our Adul- 
teries more Impudent? Our. Drinking more Profli- 
ate 2 Our Swearing and Curfing more Bold 2. In all 
reſpe&ts, Do we riot behave our ſelves as if we had 
been Delivered for theſe Things 2 How can we ex- 
pect, bur that God ſhould now turn his tiand upon 
us ? That he ſhould ſtrike us down lower, that he 
ſhould wound us deeper, than ever. ? 


Alas ! Did he not do ir, in taking away our Bleſſed 
Queen from us ? The Light of our Eyes, the 
Breath of our Noſtrils, the very Joy of our Hearts ! 
I can ſay no more; I am Afſtonithed, as oft as L 
think of it, This ! was a Blow at the Root, 


This may convince us, we have not yet Faſted 
to God We have not, nor. never ſhall, till there 
be a National: Reformation. Nothing elſe will 
pleaſe God, nothing elſe can fave us, but this. 


Be Exhorted therefore in the Name of God, to 
fer Hearrily to this great and neceſſary Work, 
every ©7c 17 his Place and Station. You..that have 
none but your ſclves, have the leſs to do ; but 

| you. 
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you that have others under you, have the more to 
anſwer for g eſpecially- you whom God has advan- 
ced into the higheſt Rank z you that fit in the great 
B Council of the Nation 4 you, above all others, ought 
to conſider, that. not only your Honour and Intereſt, 
| but the whole Nation lies at Stake, to be ſaved or 
loſt: by your Hands. 


We have too much: Reaſon to fear, from what 
you have heard, Yer, bleſſed be God, we are not 
without Hope, it we are not wanting to our ſelves, 


God hath yet preſerved to us a Gractous KING, 
now after that heavy Stroak of his Hand, in taking 
our bleſſed QUEEN from us. God hath given 
Him a Heart to ſupply to us what we have loſt ; 
ſothar in-Him we have them both in great Meaſure, 


We havealſo yet remaining to us, another undoubt= 
ed Plant of the Royal Stock ; from whom we have 
one Princely Shoot, and may yet hope for more, if 
our fins do not hinder-us of that great Bleſſing. 


We have (through the Goodneſs of God) a 
fair Proſpet, toward a happy End of that hor- 
rible War that lies upon. us.. God hath taken off: 
Pharaoh's Chariot- Wheels, he drives but flowly to 
what he did. He has been, for ſome Years, wholly 
upon the Defenſive: And now , God be thanked,. 
he thinks it his Intereſt to have Peace. 


We have nothing elſe to fear,. but only our Sins; 
and our Divifions. And our Diviſions are the Fruit: 
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of our Sins. Amend theſe, and truſt in God, he will 
do every thing elſe for you. 


No one of us can doall ; but let every one do 
his Part, in Reforming himſelf and his Family, 
and thoſe that are under him. If all others 
will do the ſame with you, the Work is done, 
for which we have Faſted all this' while. The 
Church and Nation are Safe, -and we are Happy. 


But if others will not join with you in this 
Neceſſary Work, it is fad to think what is like 
to follow. However, you ſhall not loſe your 
Labour, come what will, you ſhall find your Ac- 
count by it. You ſhall, even in this Life, in 
ſuch Meaſures as God ſees beſt for you : And 
whatſoever you want here, it ſhall be made up to 
you, more abundantly, in Life Everlaſting, 


< Mano» Yr» 


-mmpm_— 
———— 
4 


Inn LY III 


UM! 


mn. A 


PE 


BOOKS Printed for, and fold by John 


Everingham, at the Star in Ludgate- 
ſtreet. 


Debate on the Jaftice and Pjety of the Preſent 

Conſtitution : Under King Wiliam. In Two - 
Paccs. TheFirit relating to the State: The Second 
to the Church, Between Eucheres a Conformiſt, and 
Dy/cheres a Recuſant. ' By Samuel Hil, ReQtor of 
Kilmington, Author of Solomon and Abiathar. 

The Guide of a Chriſta, dire&ting him to ſuch 
Things, as are, by him, to be Believed, Pradctiſed, 
and Hoped for. There are added at the end, Prayers - 
to be uſed upon Several Occaſions. Price 6 4. 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Houſe of Lords, 
at the Abbey-Church of 'St. Peter's, Weſtminſter, on 
Wedneſday, the 11th of December, 1695. Being the 
Day appointed for a Solemn Faſt and Humiliation. 
By che Right Reverend Facher in God, James, Lord 
Bifhop of Lznceln. 

A Sermon Preach'd before the Houſe of Lords, at 
the Abbey-Church of St. Peter's Weſlminſter, cn 
Thurſday, the zoth of January, 1695. being the 
Martyrdom of K. Charles IT. By the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Hamphrey Lord Biſhop of Bavgor. 

A Practical Diſcourſe concerning the Redeeming 
of Time. By Edward Pelling, D.D. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to His Majeſty, and Refor of Perworth 
in Suſſex. 


-£ONC ing he i An, So " 
Pcrieftion of the Books-ot--thy and New Telta-- 
-ment-z- with--a- continned Illuftration- of ſeveral diffi- 
culr T__ T Scripta rap the whole Work. 
' Edwards; Fellow. of St; Ts s$ College in: 
ridge. | Ofdavo. + .* 

wefis lavy Ellays. * By Monfialr” 'S7, Euyemont 3 
with a CharaCter by a Perſon of Honour hert' in Evg- 
land, Continued by Mr. Dryden. In Two Yolumes. 

Oftavo: . © 
' Eight Sermons Preached on Several Occaſions.” By- 
ithanael Whaley, Reftor of Broughton i in Northamp- 

ronſbire. _ 
**The true 'Royal Engtiſh School for his Majeſty 's 
Three Kingdorns z being a Catalogue of all 'the Words 
in the Bible. Together with a Praxis. in Proſe * and 
Verſes, and: Variety of PiMhires, all beginning with 
one Sy lable, and proceeding/by degrees to Eight, di- 
vided..and not divided ; whereby all Perſons,” bothy 
Yourg and Old, of the meaneſt Abilities, may with 
Jittle Help be able to read the whole Bible. over di- 
 Niny, cally, and: more: =o than in any other 
* - Method : With Dire&ions to find ont any Word.. To- 
| | ax with an Expoſition on the' Creed. - By Tobias 

s, late Miniſter of the Go Morogh | 


Letters on ſeveral Subyedts: ' the, late Pious 
Dr. Henry ' Moore © With | feveral a er Letters. To 
which is. added, 'bythe Publilfier, FwolLerters : One 
x6the Reverend Dr. Sher/vc+, Dean. of $t. Paul's; and 
th -other wo the Reverend 'Mr;Bextly : With, other - 
Diſcourſes. Publiſhed by, IN Reyerens Mr. Ellis: 


3 87 -Anfwer" 66 116 Heh ry: of the V»itarians, 
calPd alſo Socinians. By Wil. Baſet, ate Redforiof. St. 
fwithir, London. 0m 


